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had taken my advice. She spoiled her chances by her
evidence and demeanour. I had a perfect answer to every-
thing, which I am sure would have won an acquittal if she
had not been a witness. She was a vain woman and an
obstinate one. She had an idea that she could carry the
jury. Also she realized the enormous public interest, and
decided to play up to it by entering the witness-box. Her
imagination was highly developed, but it failed to show
her the mistake she was making. I could have saved
her. . . ."

The biggest case in which Sir Henry was concerned in
1923 was the Fahmy shooting tragedy at the Savoy Hotel.
It will be remembered that, during a sensational storm that
broke over London on the night of July 9/10 a porter
in the hotel heard three pistol-shots fired in quick
succession. Prin^_Fahmy_Bey, jiie rich son of a rich
Egyptian engineer, was found shot. His wife, a fascinating
and sophisticated Parisian lady named Marguerite Forente,
was in the room with a pistol in her hand and in a state
of great excitement. She was alleged to have said in
French ; " I have pulled the trigger three times."

After her arrest she sought the advice of Mr. Freke Palmer,
who immediately retained the services of Sir Henry and Mr.
Roland Oliver. At the desire of Madame Fahmy and her
friends Mr, Freke Palmer later retained Sk Edward Marshall-
Hall to lead for the defence.

The trial, which began on September 10 at the Old Bailey,
was one of the sensations of the year. Marshall-Hall was
at his brilliant best. The defence, which was successful,
was that the pistol had accidentally gone off as Madame
Fahmy did not know it was in a condition to be fired. She
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